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Hello Everyone.  

 Welcome back to the Broadwater Community Connections Newsletter. I started this project with BCDC to 

coordinate all the non-profits in Broadwater  County to assist in their fund raising and project coordination endeavors. 

Iõm hoping this newsletter will be a catalyst for any non-profit, board, or community minded citizen to ask for or offer 

assistance, expertise or funds to benefit other organizations and share their ideas or needs. We all have the same drive and 

hope that we can make a difference for Broadwater County and, over the years, the little things we have done have made 

a huge impact for thousands of citizens. But there is so much more we can do. I have added some motivational quotes 

that I think fit the focus of this newsletter. Please share your comments about how this newsletter can grow to meet  

these efforts. BCDCõs email is bcdc@mt.net. My personal email is hahnsupply@mt.net. 

 I would really like to get this newsletter out to more people. Please share this with as many 

people as you can. If anyone isnõt receiving this but would like to be included, please send 

a request to either of my emails. 

The next quarterly publication will be in April with special editions and notifications posted if necessary. Iõm open to new 

ideas or if you would like to help with its production and publication, feel free to contact me. 

John HahnñBCDC co-chairman and treasurer 

P.S. If I made any errors, in any of the articles, names and emails or formatting, I apologize in advance.  Community 

organizations submitted and edited their individual submissions. I reserve the right to edit grammatical errors but will 

strive to preserve pertinent content.  

Please review the contact list at the end for any updates. Thank you 

Send updates to bcdc@mt.net 

I have hidden a needle somewhere in one of the pages. See if you can find it! 

mailto:bcdc@mt.net
mailto:hahnsupply@mt.net
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Rotary Holiday Light Contest Winners 

Each year, the Rotary Club of Townsend encourages community residents 

to decorate their homes for the Holidays.  Rotary offers a cash award: First 

place = $100, Second place = $50, and Third place = $25.  As always, the 

judges had trouble deciding what homes to select as there are some great 

displays again this year.   

The 2024 winner was Adam and Roxanne Six located at 202 N. Harrison.  

Second place was Valerie Baraza at 407 N. Maple north of Fourth Street.  

Third place was the Izzac Wirtz family at 313 North Cherry.   

The judges selected two honorable mention displays they liked this year.  

The first one was at the home of Steve and Jenny Rushford at 301 N. Wal-

nut.  They have an old Ford pickup decorated in the driveway with a 

Christmas tree decorated in the back of the truck. Very creative and very 

appropriate for the family of John Rushford.  The second honorable men-

tion display was the decorated tractors at 302 S. Front Street by the potato 

cellars.  The tractors have been in the Christmas Stroll parade for several 

years and it was great to see them displayed for the rest of the season for 

the public to enjoy. 

Thanks to everyone from Rotary for making Townsend so beautiful 

through the Holiday season! 
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Townsend is so Generous at Christmas 

By Patrick Plantenberg 

Each year, I am impressed with the generosity of this community. In De-

cember, I read in the MT 43 News about the Lions Club helping two fami-

lies at Christmas.  The Rotary Club of Townsend also helped five addition-

al families this year with the help of an Adopt-a-Family grant from the 

Town Pump Foundation. 

My wife and I were fortunate to be able to help at Christmas Connection 

on Saturday December 21, where 53 additional families received food and 

gifts for Christmas.  Trailhead Church supplied 103 free Christmas Dinners 

on Christmas Day.  I am certain I have missed many other organizations 

that helped make Christmas a much better day for many people in our 

community.  Keep up the good work Townsend!    

Senior Holiday Dinner and Light Tour 

On December 9th and 10th, the Rotary Club of Townsend and the Broad-

water Area Lions Club sponsored a Senior Holiday Dinner with all the 

trimmings at the Townsend Senior Center followed by a tour of the Holi-

day lights throughout town. Townsend School District #1 and Silver 

Springs donated the use of their buses to tour the Seniors around town. 

Over 70 seniors were served meals over the two-day event.  Rotarians pro-

vided a bag of home-baked Holiday cookies for each Senior.   

For those shut-ins that could not make the dinner, the Clubs purchased 

and gave away poinsettias.  The event was loved by all and has been hap-

pening since about 2006.   Thanks to all the helped make the event memo-

rable for the seniors.   

Rotarians Celebrated the Holidays with Seniors 

Rotarians were busy in December 'Decking the Halls' and ôWishing Every-

one a Merry Christmas'éor at least singing about doing those things. The 

Rotary Club of Townsend performed three different nights for the resi-

dents of the Billing Clinic Broadwater, Serenity Point, and Silver Springs 

living centers. This was the second year that Rotarians joined voices and 

performed for the senior 

residence facilities.  

Caroling was open to all 

Rotarians, past and pre-

sent, as well as spouses 

and friends. The first per-

formance was on Decem-

ber 17th at Billings Clinic 

Broadwater, with 10 peo-

ple joining the chorus. On 

December 18th, carolers sang at Serenity Point, with 11 people joining 

voices to entertain the residents. The final performance was on December 

18th at Silver Springs with 14 revelers showing up to enthusiastically wrap 

up the 2024 tour. This was a fun event for all who sang and those who 

listened and sang along. Looking forward to selecting new songs and get-

ting ready to do it all again next year. 

Tree Board and Rotary Light up Business District 

Each year, the Townsend Tree Board and Rotary Club of Townsend mem-

bers light up over 40 trees in the business district for the Holidays.  In 

addition, the Rotary Club, under the historic leadership of Phillip Knaub 

with the help of Vigilante Electric and Chamber of Commerce volunteers, 

set up the lighted display at what has become known as òPhilõs Phorestó on 

the corner of Broadway and Front Street. Grade school students decorated 

the trees with handmade ornaments.   

We hope you have enjoyed the displays and that you had Happy Holidays! 

Broadwater Community Theater Events and Activities 

Meet Its Mission 

Broadwater Community Theater has accomplished many of its plans to 

fulfill its mission as a nonprofit for the year 2024. 

BCT ôs mission is to enhance the quality of life in the Broadwater Commu-

nity by providing quality performing arts for residents and students and to 

offer training and education. 

The ten-member board has been very active in producing a childrenõs play 

in August, directed by member Amanda Hazlett, sponsored Missoula Chil-

drenõs Theater in May and held several dances including a street dance in 

the fall. The board also supports Shakespeare in the Parks when a perfor-

mance is in town.  

BCT sponsors Queen City Swing, a big band group from Helena which has 

found a home at the Lodge.  Leader Heather Bell said the eleven-piece 

band really enjoys playing in Townsend.  The band comes several times a 

year.  The evening includes a teacher who leads students in waltz, two-step, 

polka and some Latin dance moves.  Songs from the 40õs and 50õs are the 

bandõs specialty music.  They also play 60õs and 70õs music.  

A high priority for BCT is to sponsor two elementary-school- age students 

to attend Grand Street Theatre summer camp each year.  Scholarship win-

ners this year were Harper Hazlett and Ava Boaz.  Broadwater High School 

Speech and Drama students strut their stuff at a high school night which is 

sponsored by BCT each year.   

Board Member Jim Domino nailed a Town Pump grant for his other or-

ganization, STOKE, in which the theater group received $7,000.  Broadwa-

ter Community Foundation has also given grants to the group. 

BCTõs Sponsorship drive begins in 2025 with aó Funraiseró for St. Patrickõs 

Day which will include food, entertainment and silent auction.   

President LaRinda Spencer praised the members saying the hard-working 

and creative group have accomplished so much in 2024. She said, òIõm 

looking forward to another busy year with this wild and crazy group!ó  

п 
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Just keeping you updated on STOKEõs progress. Last year was another 

banner year for our STOKE kids with our programs expanding with new 

vitality and content. We hired Liz Wishman as our DC (Development Co-

ordinator) who hit the ground running, giving our programs cohesion and 

researching grants. She has made many good contacts and continues to 

amaze the board with her skills and prowess. 

One program that has produced some astonishing results is our robotics 

program. We now have two FIRST Lego League teams and a more round-

ed FIRST Tech Challenge team, soon to start their competitions. The 

coaches (Spencer Sellay, Roger Flynn, Adam Six, and Bobbie McCauley) 

are really excited, as are the kids, to compete statewide. The teams recently 

toured the Boeing plant in Helena, showing them an avenue for employ-

ment after graduation. These high-tech jobs are really in demand and the 

skills the kids are learning in STOKE really benefit with their employment 

chances. 

Board Member Scott Gossard stood up and volunteered to instruct and 

keep herd on the Lego Tech classes we had this fall (3rd ð 5th grade). This 

robotics class replaced the Snapology program we ran for a couple of years. 

The operator of Snapology gave up the franchise so we went off on our 

own to manage the newly named Lego Tech program. We are in the pro-

cess of upgrading the kits and equipment and hope to run another session 

or two before the end of the school year. 

We now have a Ski Club with several youth participating this year. This 

started last year with a few kids joining but we now have close to twenty 

kids and several volunteers to move this club along. The Showdown Moun-

tain Ski area people have really been good to us, sponsoring several youth 

with full ski packages. This year we are adding a look into the different 

parts of ski hill operations, showing the kids what their employment could 

look like there. Our club plans on doing trips every other Friday and Sun-

day to the ski hill till the end of the ski season. 

Pottery has been progressing well with Teddy Lewis instructing both our 

STOKE kids, adults, and some after school kids signed up through the 21st 

Century afterschool program. There have been a few hitches with schoolõs 

program, but we are working through these as both the school and the 

STOKE board are committed to working together for the betterment of 

the students. The high school arts and ceramics classes have made some 

unique and interesting wall pieces that adorn the wall behind the kilns, 

jazzing up the white wall space. We appreciate the work these kids and 

instructor Jeremy Bartlett have done for us. This is another example of the 

partnership we have with the school. The pottery kids also participated in 

the Christmas Stroll, showcasing some of the great work they have done. 

We are hoping to complete our extensive equipment list with a Pug Mill 

which will save us money by reclaiming the discard clay. Cost is around 

$6600 so we are looking for funds to purchase this. 

Laura Frazier retired from our Sewing Sisters Club, but we were able to 

find Jeanne Mainwaring to instruct and mentor the young seamstresses for 

a 6-week stint last year. Jeanne is very talented and we were very lucky to 

get her. We were also fortunate to find another space for this in the United 

Methodist church. Thank you to the Methodist people, especially Evelyn 

Alley, for allowing us to utilize this space. 

The cooking class has started again in the commercial kitchen in the Lodge. 

The kids love this class and have been repeat apprentices over the years. 

Our instructors for this class are Rachael Alexander and Simone 

Dominguez, both talented cooks and chefs themselves. This class has just 

started another session. 

We again reinstated Game Night to our roster. This will be once a month 

now and will be the third Friday of each month, 5:30 ð 7:00 till summer 

time. We offer pool, foosball, table tennis, karaoke, board games, and corn-

hole. Snacks are also provided. All humans are invited and families are 

encouraged.  

We are hoping to offer our Fly-Tying class again this year and start a photo 

journalism class too. If your kids are interested in anything else, we would 

be willing to look into accommodating them.  

Donõt forget to check in often on our website at stokemt.org . We have an 

amazing video the kids produced with the guidance of the MAPS Media 

Institute that you can check out.  The website also contains the signup 

sheets for our current programs and can be submitted online. 

Also, mark your calendars for our annual Valentines Day Fundraiser, Feb-

ruary 14th in the Lodge. We are still working out the details but we are look-

ing at an upscale dinner cuisine, fun night of games, silent and live auction, 

and other fun events. 

Submitted by John Hahn 

ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ ς CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ 5Φ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ  

 ά̧ ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŎǊƛǝŎǎΦέ ς WƻƘƴ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ  

 ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻƭŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴŘǎΦέ ς aŀǊȅ aŎƭŜƻŘ .ŜǘƘǳƴŜ  
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For Immediate Release 

Contact: 

Amber Johnson, Communications Specialist, 406-558-9459 (cell), ajohn-

son@lccountymt.gov 

Dawn Sullivan, WIC Coordinator, 406-457-8912, wic@lccountymt.gov 

 

Monthly WIC Clinic Opens in Townsend 

Helena ð The Women, Infant & Children Supplemental Nutrition Program 

(WIC) of Lewis and Clark Public Health (LCPH) is partnering with Broad-

water County Public Health to host a monthly WIC Clinic in Townsend.  

Located at 124 N Cedar Street, clinics are scheduled on the first Monday of 

each month from 10 am ð 3 pm. Appointments are encouraged. Walk-ins 

are welcome.  

WIC is funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture and provides 
food support for Montana families. One item in the food package is a 
dollar amount for fresh vegetables and fruits. The amounts are $26 per 
month for children up to age five, $47 for those pregnant, postpartum, or 
partially breastfeeding, and $52 for those fully breastfeeding. Other WIC 
benefits include nutrition counseling, lactation experts, baby food, breast-
feeding education and pumps, access to trained staff, and other resources 
and referrals.  
 
WIC eligibility requires participants to be pregnant, postpartum, breast-
feeding, or have a child younger than five. Participants must make less than 
185% of the Federal Poverty Level or qualify for Medicaid, SNAP, TANF, 
Traditional Best Beginnings, or a free/reduced school meal program. WIC 
is a voluntary program, and participation does not interfere with SNAP or 
Medicaid, and new this year, traditional Best Beginnings Scholarship. 
 
òWe know that only 55% of eligible families are enrolled statewide, and we 
also know that many families are struggling to make ends meet this year,ó 
said Dawn Sullivan, WIC Clinic Coordinator. òThe team here at Helena 
WIC is here to help families enroll and access all the incredible benefits of 
WIC. We can help make this season a bit brighter.ó  
 
WIC in Montana includes 33 local agencies and over 80 clinic sites serving 
all 56 counties and six tribal reservations. Almost 13,400 women, infants, 
and children are enrolled which is about 10,000 Montana households.  
 
If Broadwater County families need help enrolling in WIC or accessing 
their benefits, they can contact the Lewis and Clark Public Health WIC 
Clinic at 406-457-8912 or email wic@lccountymt.gov.  

 

Tree Board to Celebrate 35th Anniversary in 2025! 

The Townsend Tree Board is preparing to celebrate 

its 35th anniversary in 2025.  The Tree Board is a city 

board made up of five volunteers, appointed by the 

Mayor, that was formed by a city ordinance passed in 

1990.  Historically, the Tree Board has worked on 

community forestry issues and helped complete a 

partial public tree inventory in 1990.  It has been 

active ordering and planting trees for the city and 

county, helping celebrate Arbor Day, and applying for 

Tree City USA recognition.    

Since 2004, the Tree Board has expanded its role under the leadership of 

its Chair, Patrick Plantenberg.  City funding has been sporadic.  Many 

grants and donations have been received to help cover the cost of tree 

planting, pruning, and removals.  The Tree Board has planted and pruned 

trees for private citizens to raise money to buy and maintain the communi-

ty forest.   

In the last 20 years, the Board has completed new public tree inventories in 

2005, 2011, and 2020.  Another updated inventory is planned for 2025.  

The community forest has changed dramatically with the removal of many 

undesirable large trees like white and hybrid cottonwoods and Siberian 

elms, and the planting of several thousand trees in the city and county.   

Some of the trees planted in the last 20 years are now 40 feet tall!  In addi-

tion, the diversity of tree species planted has increased to over 60 species.  

All public trees in the community have been pruned at least once since 

2005 by volunteers working with the Tree Board. Finally, a public tree 

watering program is being funded by the city to ensure the trees planted 

survive.   

The Tree Board is looking for new members and volunteers. The average 

age of Tree Board members is 75 years of age!  The Tree Board wants to 

ensure that new volunteers can be trained before the current group of 

volunteers age out.  If you think you may be interested in helping spend 

some hours every year learning how to plant and prune trees as part of the 

Tree Board, please contact Patrick Plantenberg at 406-431-4651.   

The Tree Board will be hosting a meal and fundraiser this spring to raise 

funds and to identify potential new volunteers.  Many silent auctions items 

have already been donated.  Watch the MT 43 News for updates. 

The Tree Board will be making presentations throughout 2025 to various 
organizations across the county and state.  If you would like the Tree 
Board to speak to your group, please contact Patrick at the number above.  

ϥn every community, there is work to be done. ϥn every 
nation, there are wounds to heal. ϥn every heart, there is 
the power to do it. 

aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴ 

mailto:ajohnson@lccountymt.gov
mailto:ajohnson@lccountymt.gov
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/316496?ref=community
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/316496?ref=community
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/316496?ref=community
https://www.azquotes.com/author/15737-Marianne_Williamson
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   YŜȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ϦLǘϥǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ƛƳŜϦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
 
  мΦ {ƛƴƎƭŜ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ aǳƭǝǇƭŜ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜũƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

 
  нΦ ¢ŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǾŜǊǎŜ bŜŜŘǎΥ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ ŎŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳπ
ŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ 
 
  оΦ !ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΥ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ŀ ŎǳǊπ
ǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ϦLǘϥǎ {ŎƘƻƭπ
ŀǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ƛƳŜϦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ 
 
  пΦ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀϥǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΥ .ȅ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ 
ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ wŜŀŎƘ IƛƎƘŜǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ Řƛπ
ǾŜǊǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ Řƻ 
ƴƻǘ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀϥǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭŜŀŘπ
ŜǊǎΦ 
 
   ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦƻǊ ϦLǘϥǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ƛƳŜϦ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƻƴ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мǎǘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ 
ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ wŜŀŎƘ IƛƎƘŜǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ wŜŀŎƘIƛƎƘŜǊaƻƴπ
ǘŀƴŀΦƻǊƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭπ
ƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ 
 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ 
 
   /ǳƭƭŜƴ DƛƭōǊŜŀǘƘ 
   5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ aŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 
   wŜŀŎƘ IƛƎƘŜǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ 
   /DƛƭōǊŜŀǘƘϪwŜŀŎƘIƛƎƘŜǊaƻƴǘŀƴŀΦƻǊƎ 
   όплсύ нур-ммлт 
 
   !ōƻǳǘ wŜŀŎƘ IƛƎƘŜǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΥ 
wŜŀŎƘ IƛƎƘŜǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǎǘǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ǎǘǳπ
ŘŜƴǘǎΦ  hǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
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Civil Discussion ð Good for What Ails Us in Broadwater 

County 

Government meetings are a dime a dozen when you are a newspaper re-

porter. Some are interesting, some are boring, but they are all important. 

The most important meeting Iõve attended since I started writing for the 

paper was the monthly meeting of Broadwater County Development Cor-

poration at the Lodge recently. 

BCDC Co-Chairmen John Hahn and Craig Vietz arranged a membersõ 

meeting to include an open discussion with newly elected District 77 Re-

publican Legislator Jane Gillette to ask questions which are high priority on 

the minds of Broadwater County residents.  Broadwater is the second fast-

est-growing county in Montana, according to World Media, Inc. so ques-

tions about population growth were front and center. 

Many of the countyõs stakeholders quizzed Gillette.  The mayor attended as 

well as a county commissioner.  Business owners, representatives from the 

Silos subdivision and individuals who were very educated in development 

attended. 

Hahn and Vietz had spent hours and thought compiling a list of six ques-

tions pertinent to our county. Some included current policy about their 

property asking her how new legislation could give county governments the 

tools they need to control building and requirements for developers to 

address future infrastructure.  

Questions addressed the lack of housing in the county, tax relief, and hous-

ing for senior citizens transitioning out of their long-time homes. Other 

questions dealt with laws that might be enacted around water conservation 

and water resource protection; and re-establishing county mill levy funds 

for nonprofit organizations. 

Gilletteõs heart is in health legislation since her background is in dentistry. 

She served in the 2023 legislature session. By her own admission, she is 

very new to the needs of Broadwater and admitted she was not familiar 

with many of the laws surrounding subdivision and water resources but will 

do research to educate herself on those subjects.  

I was very impressed with the people who turned out to learn Gilletteõs 

stand on issues. I was more impressed with the work Vietz and Hahn did 

on the questions for her. 

I would ask BCDC officers to set up another PUBLIC meeting so others 

can learn more about what ails our community and how to fix some of 

those problems. It would be great if Representative Gillette and Senator 

Wylie Galt could attend. 
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BROADWATER ROD and GUN CLUB  

WOMEN SPECIFIC BASIC PISTOL CLASS 

 

The Broadwater Rod and Gun Club (BRGC) is pleased to offer a tuition-

free basic handgun course for women on Saturday, January 25 8th 2025. 

While traditionally the BRGC has provided expert 

tutelage to ensure community and club members alike 

possess the skills necessary to safely and confidently 

handle firearms, this course is unique in that instruc-

tion will be focused on women who wish to increase 

their knowledge and confidence in handling firearms.   

Instruction for this course will be provided by NRA trained BRGC Range 

Officers and will consist of both classroom and live fire portions. The 

course will be held in the clubõs indoor range facility, located at 96 Canton 

Lane, Townsend. The building is heated, ventilated and specifically engi-

neered to accommodate handgun live fire.   

The class will begin promptly at 8:00AM and end at 

4:00PM. Donuts and coffee will be provided. Students 

are encouraged to bring a handgun if they own one, 

acceptable calibers are .22, .380, .38Spl and 9mm. 

Firearms will be provided for people who do not have 

their own. Students are asked to bring 50 rounds of 

compatible ammunition and food for a working lunch. 

No armor piercing or magnum ammunition will be 

allowed in the facility (22 magnum rounds are approved for this course). 

Students should bring eye and ear protection; both will be provided for 

students who do not have their own.  Participants who opt to use a semi-

automatic handgun will need to bring at least one magazine for their weap-

on. Speedloaders for revolvers may be used but are not required.  

This eight-hour handgun orientation course is designed for entry-level 

shooters who have no or limited familiarity with handguns. Students will 

learn essential safety rules and responsibilities, weapon carrying and han-

dling, and the fundamentals of sighting and trigger control. A written test 

will be administered to ensure students understand firearms principles. The 

certificate provided upon successful completion of this course may be uti-

lized to demonstrate familiarity with a firearm when applying for a Montana 

Concealed Weapons Permit.   

While safe firearms handling is the primary focus of this course, instruction 

will be geared towards an adult learning environment with ample opportuni-

ties for students to practice shooting techniques.  A minimum of six and a 

maximum of ten participants will be accepted for the class.  Participants 

must be at least 18 years of age. Pre-registration for the course is required 

by January 15 to ensure adequate space in the class.  

Contact Judith Binkley at 406-980-0361(text) or montana-

mom.jb@gmail.com OR Debi Randolph at 406-451-6035 (text) or 

debi.randolph@gmail.com to reserve your place in the class. Registration 

form is attached and MUST be received by Jan 15th to reserve your 

spot in the class. Contact Chief Range Safety Officer Virgil Binkley at 406-

980-1548 with any questions, including recommendations for weapon or 

ammunition selection.  

 

Broadwater County Fair Updates: 

Itõs Never Too Early to Think About the Fair! 

Although, it may seem like itõs a long way away, it will be August before we 

know it! The Broadwater County Fair and Rodeo goersõ will be looking 

good in their ôBlue Jeans and Country Dreamsõ in 2025. This yearõs fair 

dates are August 7th-10th. 

Watch for the Open Class Fair books to be coming out mid-April. You can 

already be starting to plan and make your exhibits! Fair books will also avail-

able be online at https://www.townsendfairgrounds.com/fair-information. 

Did you know that you can enter a wide variety of items into the fair? Pho-

tography, poetry, art, baking, cooking, jelly, vegetables, leather work, jewel-

ry, quilts, sewing, woodwork. The list can go on and on! If you can make it, 

there is more than likely a class for it!  Open Class fair entries are generally 

due the first week of July. The exact date is yet to be determined for this 

year.  

If you are interested in helping with the fair, please reach out! This annual 

event is put on mainly by volunteers, so we are always looking for extra 

hands- whether it is to help set up, check in open class entries, hang posters, 

make decorations, clean up or even make signs. We can find a job for al-

most anyone!  

Hope to see everyone out at the fair in 2025! 

Jessica Erickson, Broadwater County Fair Manager 

416 Broadway Street, Townsend  

Fair@broadwatercountymt.gov 

406.266.9242 

https://www.townsendfairgrounds.com/fair-information
mailto:Fair@broadwatercountymt.gov
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BROADWATER ROD AND GUN CLUB 

BASIC PISTOL COURSE 

96 CANTON LANE    TOWNSEND 

INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE 

 

COURSE DATE 

Sat Jan 25, 2025  8am ð 4pm  

This class is FREE for all ladies 18 years and older 

Registration form MUST be received by Jan 15th   

 

     MAX CLASS SIZE 10 (minimum class size 6) 

All participants must be 18 years or older 

 

Please plan to bring a sack lunch. Doughnuts, water, and coffee will be provided 

 

Applicants Name: ________________________________________  

What class do want to attend? Jan 25th 

Female____ Are you 18 years old or older?_________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________ 

Phone #_________________  Cell #__________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________________  

Emergency Person Contact Name and Phone_______________________________  

Experience with Handguns_____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Handgun to be used in the class: semi auto caliber_____ OR revolver caliber_____________ 

 

After completing the course, you will receive a certificate that can be presented when you apply for a Concealed Carry Per-
mit in Lewis and Clark and Broadwater Counties. If you donõt have a pistol, BRGC will have pistols for you to use. Students 
are required to bring 50 rounds of ammunition, 

 

Send application: Broadwater Rod and Gun Club    PO Box 641, Townsend Mt 59644 or email the form to 
debi.randolph@gmail.com 

 

BRGC  Contacts; Virgil Binkley 980-1548   Contact Virgil if you have questions about the class 

мн 
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IŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 

L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ 59v ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴϥǘ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
.ƛƎ {ƪȅ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ wƻŀŘƳŀǇΦ 

²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ Ϥмл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǳƴǝƭ sċŰƨċƖǃШΟΝƚƣΦ  

!ƭǎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ 

vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 
5ŜƴƛǎŜ 

?ĲŰŔƚĲШÅŸƣőШ7ċƖĤĲƖ μ9ũŔůċƣĲЮÂŸũũƨƣŔŸŰЮÅĲĬƨĦƣŔŸŰЮ]ƖċŰƣЮ9ŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣŸƖ  

aƻƴǘŀƴŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
5ŜƴƛǎŜΦwƻǘƘ.ŀǊōŜǊϪƳǘΦƎƻǾ 
?EÉuа плс-ппп-псос 
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FDEQRoadmap/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/-kragH6HHic1GMmA9CEol4aOoJ--gi8rJMkP5DYwwbU=387
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdeq.mt.gov%2Fabout%2Fclimate-resilience/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/mJqW18quGTv53G1jfmpkd1kV94ZHDGyrXS34833HFn8=387
mailto:Denise.RothBarber@mt.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMTDEQ/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/PDDeNyAPIy6riJWYJZSNeNoJ9r1dAgnXAOrmaffW9qs=387
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMTDEQ%3Fref_src=twsrc%255Egoogle%257Ctwcamp%255Eserp%257Ctwgr%255Eauthor/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/U44ASNP7Sde6EthcDf6VQcxHimx1rwx2yUTX2S3UlPw=387
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCZpuxN606ueNWkZBg7udweA/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/SMd34ciMR5uO5S7Gr7-aktlPNbuWBwVpRy0bvtLMhaA=387
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmontanadeq%2F/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/9ry02ltUqafZ5kC5Sad2aUB9PyGCNt13cglu22sGLX4=387
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmtdeq/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/w4eYVr5uqH-laI9WgpTn-wbg7MHFCf4KjO3hKLmwGTQ=387
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMTDEQ%2Fbulletins%2F3cb0d1c%3Freqfrom=share/1/010001944190cac1-9f24a56b-18cc-40c2-997a-bfbcfa1f635d-000000/Qp2_cW7kh1KaO5PbhwFMIAkzQOaRZ4XIMeLIAgb5-AU=387
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