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Hello Everyone.  

 Welcome back to the Broadwater Community Connections Newsletter. I started this project with BCDC to 

coordinate all the non-profits in Broadwater  County to assist in their fund raising and project coordination endeavors. 

Iõm hoping this newsletter will be a catalyst for any non-profit, board, or community minded citizen to ask for or offer 

assistance, expertise or funds, to benefit other organizations and share their ideas or needs. We all have the same drive 

and hope that we can make a difference for Broadwater County and, over the years, the little things we have done have 

made a huge impact for thousands of citizens. But there is so much more we can do. I have added some motivational 

quotes that I think will fit the focus of this newsletter. Please share your comments about how this newsletter can grow to 

meet  these goals. BCDCõs email is bcdc@mt.net. My personal email is hahnsupply@mt.net. 

 I would really like to get this newsletter out to more people. Please share this with as many 

people as you can. If anyone isnõt getting this but would like to be included, please send a 

request to either of my emails. 

The next quarterly publication will be in January with special editions and notifications posted if necessary. Iõm open to 

new ideas or if you would like to help with its production and publication, feel free to contact me. 

John HahnñBCDC co-chairman and treasurer 

P.S. If I made any errors, in any of the articles, names and emails or formatting, I apologize in advance.  Community 

organizations submitted and edited their individual submissions. I reserve the right to edit grammatical errors but will 

strive to preserve pertinent content. 

 

mailto:bcdc@mt.net
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Rotary Thankx Community 
 

The Rotary Club of Townsend would like to thank the community for its 
tremendous support of this yearõs Fall Fest.  Rotary cannot pull off this 
event without our generous sponsors and volunteers.  And thanks to the 
neighbors who have to put up with the noise and traffic from the event.  
Rotary appreciates your patience and understanding.   
 
After a shaky start Friday night in the windstorm, Saturday and Sunday 
were beautiful days and Rotarian Philip Knaub claims we made history!  
Never has there been so many people in the community at one time!  And 
the car shows on Sunday also set a record with 325 vehicles registered for 
the event.   
 
Fall Fest is Rotaryõs one fundraiser for the year.  Final bills are not in yet, 
but it looks like Rotary will have a great budget again next year for our 
many community projects.  If you have any projects needing support for 
the coming year, please contact Rotary as the Board of Directors approve 
the budget by January 1, 2025, for the next fiscal year (July 1, 2025-June 30, 
2026).   
 
If you didnõt sponsor Fall Fest this year, please contact Rotary as we are 
already talking to our sponsors about next year.  If you didnõt volunteer to 
help with set up, cooking, and serving food and beverages, or take down 
please contact Rotary ðwe will need your help next year!   
 
And if you want to join Rotary please talk to any Rotarian.  Any questions, 
please call Patrick Plantenberg @ 406-431-4615. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Broadwater Food Pantry ð Oct. 2024 

The Broadwater Food Pantry continues in its temporary location two 
doors down from its original location due to water damage.  
  
Thank you to all that came by our booth at the Fall Fest! Your donations 
are being matched by Town Pump. The match continues through Novem-
ber.  
A big thank you to Karoline Nelson for her years of service as the Opera-
tions Manager! She will continue as the Trailhead Church representative for 
the Food Pantry. Trina Bergman is now Operations Manager. We would 
also like to thank Kelli Lewis for her service as Vice President. Paula Van 
Houdt now serves as VP.  
 
Hours of Operation remain the same: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays for distribu-
tion of food to clients and to receive donations 9:00-10:45am  
Fridays (before the open Saturdays) to accept donations from 9:30 to 11:00 
am  

 
The Food Pantry has increased its food donations to clients. We also have 
hygiene and toiletry supplies. Vouchers for diapers are available as well and 
can be redeemed at Bobõs Supermarket only on the date of issue.    
 
The Broadwater Food Pantry is an all-volunteer organization which pro-

vides supplemental food assistance to residents of Broadwater County. The 

volunteers are from the local churches and community. The Food Pantry 

relies on local donations for food and operating funds. Itõs able to operate 

without regulation by State and Federal Food Bank Networks. No personal 

information leaves the food pantry.   

Distribution outside of the normal hours is for emergencies and on an 

individual basis. Emergency food needs can be distributed by contacting 

one of the board members listed below. 

Temporary Location: 321 Broadway, Suite B, Townsend 

Mailing Address Remains as P.O. Box 1164, Townsend, MT 59644 
 
Contact Information: Trina Bergman, Operations Manager 360-562-1971 

and Daryl Blumhagen, Board President 980-0800 

Submitted by Anne Ingraham 

MSU Extension Says Keep Watering Trees Until Ground 

Freezes and Beyond! 

It is the time of year everyone is turning off their sprinkler 

systems and people have stopped thinking about watering the 

lawn. The Townsend Tree Board and the MSU Extension 

Service recommend you keep wearing trees until the ground 

freezes as it is very dry, and it looks like another ten 

days without rain.   

Check out the recent MSU Extension Service Urban 

Alert called òFall Watering (Evergreen and Decidu-

ous Trees)ó. Below is the link to the article: 

https://www.montana.edu/cope/email-format/admin/view.php?

draft=13272&uid=66e23315db6df1.52618306  

Any questions please call Patrick Plantenberg, Townsend Tree Board 

Chair, at 406-431-4615.  

 

https://www.montana.edu/cope/email-format/admin/view.php?draft=13272&uid=66e23315db6df1.52618306
https://www.montana.edu/cope/email-format/admin/view.php?draft=13272&uid=66e23315db6df1.52618306
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Broadwater County Fair ð 2024 Recap! 

As we begin to close out our ôbusyõ season at the fairgrounds, itõs a good 

time to reflect on the year. 2024 was another great year for our fair, rodeo 

and 4-H shows. The weather was HOT, but everyone was able to work 

together and pull off another great event.  

This summer, we were able to complete the fence around the new drain 

field area that was a part of the 2023 upgrades at the grounds. Thank you to 

Rocky Mountain Supply for the price cuts on the lumber and donations of 

the hardware. Then a major thank you to Flynn Ranch and Alfred Rath for 

the man hours and machinery to install the fencing, and Clint Watson for 

the signs. It looks wonderful and will protect that area for years to come! 

Another improvement to the grounds this year was an awesome covered 

bulletin board sign. This was completed by the 4-H woodworking mem-

bers, under the guidance of their project leader Daniel Harrigfeld. This was 

a project for the kids to help with during their workshops throughout the 

year. The lumber was donated by Cadilac Custom Cabinets, and the instal-

lation was done by the Harrigfeld family. This sign board will allow us to 

post events and fliers at the grounds! 

Another Thank You to our Fair Board members and open class superinten-

dents, who each give lots of hours for meetings to plan and execute our fair 

week. These are all local community members who volunteer their time to 

help pull off this annual event. We are always looking for volunteers and if 

you are interested in becoming involved, please reach out to the Fair Office 

at 406.266.9242 or fair@co.broadwater.mt.us! 

 MINDFIT  
 
The Townsend Seventh-day Adventist Church will be hosting a series on 
mental health for four evenings ( October 23, 24, 25 and 26 ) at the Meth-
odist Church in Townsend.  Each evenings event begins at 6:30 pm and 
will last for approximately 1 hour. 
 
Over 20% of Americans and Canadians experience mental illness in any 
given year. Join Pastor Alex Rodriguez and facilitator Pastor Ney Khut 
from the Townsend Adventist Church as to what's causing this epidemic 
and what can be done to help fight it. 
 
Questions regarding the event, please call Pastor Ney Khut at 
269-362-5768. 
 

ҵQpg"uocnn"rqukvkxg"vjqwijv"kp"vjg"oqtpkpi"ecp"ejcpig"
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Circle 100 Club: Making a Difference in our Community 

Did you see the good news about the bus with wheelchair lift that we 

helped purchase for residents of our Long-Term Care facility at Billings 

Clinic Broadwater?   The previous bus was no longer dependable or ac-

commodating.  We are fortunate to have doctors within our facility but 

there are times when residents need to get to appointments out of town.  

The bus is also used for short outings and on special occasions such as 

taking the Rotary tour of the beautiful Christmas lights around town. 

You may remember that The Circle 100 Club was formed 12 years ago for 

the sole purpose of giving support to our local medical facility. Our rural 

hospital and long-term care facility went through some rough financial 

times. But through the hard work of dedicated people, like you, our facility 

was saved and is a shining example of a robust and beautiful medical facili-

ty and home for those that can no longer live on their own.  

The Billings Clinic Broadwater is a thriving Critical Access Hospital.  It is 

currently updating the H-VAC as well as the Nurse Call System for the 

entire building.  The Long-Term Care wing of the clinic reaps the benefits 

of all these investments.   

Over the years you/we have purchased many items that meet pressing 

needs. Among those items are a washing machine, bath lift, roll-on scale, 

automatic handicap doors, lab equipment, ventilator, bladder scanner, 

blood warmer, kitchen equipment and a BUS. Our mission is the same 

today ð to make a difference in the lives of those needing care and 

assistance.  

We want everyone to share this message with as many people as possible. 

There are many new residents of Broadwater County who would help if 

they knew the need. Long-term care facilities like ours are closing in small 

towns everywhere.  It is up to us to keep ours open!  

A tax-deductible contribution of $100 comes with no other obligations. 

You can send your check made payable to: The Circle 100 Club, PO Box 

1215, Townsend, MT 59644. 

Judy Gillespie 406-266-386  or    Sharon Potenza 617-953-7637  

Sherry Scoffield 406-980-1591  or      Helen Turcotte 406-521-0934 

ҵVjg"itgcvguv"ikhv"{qw"ecp"ikxg"uqogqpg"ku"{qwt"vkog."{qwt"
cvvgpvkqp."{qwt"nqxg."cpf"{qwt"mkpfpguu0Ҷ"ҭ"Wpmpqyp 
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Ducks Unlimited Annual Banquet 

The Upper Missouri River (Townsend) 

Ducks Unlimited Annual Banquet is coming 

up on Saturday, November 9th, at Watsonõs 

Gym. Fundraising banquets such as these 

preserve and create wetlands that will help 

ensure that waterfowl will have places to 

nest, raise their young, migrate through and 

winter in each year. Your attendance at the 

Townsend banquet will help DU conserve wetlands and critical upland 

habitat vital to North Americaõs waterfowl and the more than 900 other 

species of wildlife that use these same habitats. DU has conserved more 

than 16 million acres of waterfowl habitat in North America, more than 

any other conservation organization in existence, including restoring, en-

hancing, and protecting 501,369 acres within Montana. While DUõs #1 

priority is waterfowl, more than 900 wildlife species benefit from our con-

servation work. During Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24), DU protected and re-

stored more than 1 million acres of wetlands and other wildlife habitats 

across North America and over ! 

There will be many raffles, drawings, and door prizes for the adults and the 

kids (Green Wings). Prizes include a Browning Maxus II Ultimate 12 ga., 

Howa 1500 Carbon .300 win mag, Kimber 1911 LW Custom .45 ACP, 

Weatherby Element 20 ga., Beretta A300 12 

ga., Legacy Pointer Acrius .410 ga., Mossberg 

6.5 Creedmoor, Henry Goldenboy .44; Two 

Springfield Pistols, Chiappa M1-22 .22LR, a 

Traditions Buckstalker 50 cal. Muzzleloader, 

SKB HS300 20 ga., a Glock 44,  Artwork, 

Decoys and many more items for raffle, 

silent auction, and live auction. Doors open 

at 5:00 pm with raffles, games, and drinks catered by the Commercial Bar, 

dinner catered by the Watsonõs of Prime Rib at 6:30pm, and the Live Auc-

tion will start at 7:30pm. Tickets are on sale at Schauber Surveying, 64 Jack 

Farm Rd in Townsend. Ticket prices are:  Sponsorship Couples $325.00, 

Single $65.00, Couples $100.00, Greenwings (children) $30.00.  Ticket price 

includes dinner, door prize ticket, 1-year membership to Ducks Unlimited, 

and a subscription to their magazine. This year our VIP Tables are availa-

ble for $1,200.00 and include seating for up to 6 guests, which includes a 

DU Sponsorship, dinner tickets, DU memberships, door prize tickets, 

$100.00 worth of raffle tickets, and your choice of anything off the Great 

Gun Giveaway Banner! For more information, call or stop by Schauber 

Surveying, 64 Jack Farm Road, 406-266-4602.   

Volunteers are the backbone of Ducks Unlimited. Without them the con-

servation work Ducks Unlimited does would not be possible. If you want 

to help make a differenceéjoin your local DU Chapteréyou will not 

regret that decision. You will help leave a legacy for future generations and 

ensure we have wetlands and waterfowl forever. Call the number below to 

get involved with the local DU chapter in your area!! 

Make plans now to join us for another great DU event in Townsend. Your 

attendance will help ensure that weõll raise critical dollars for wetlands con-

servation. Get your tickets today!  Call Jesse Swenson at (406)266-4602, go 

to www.townsenddu.org, or find us on Facebook at @townsendmtDU for 

more information! Seating is Limited!! Reserve your Tickets Today! 

Submitted by  Bernadette Swenson 

Canton Church 

We had another busy summer at the Canton Church. Starting with Mary 

Bradford as Calamity Jane at the beginning of June and ending with Linda 

Huth speaking about Broadwater County womenõs clubs at the end of 

August, we again had 6 great events. 

Last winter, Board members Bob Tootell and Barb Mock put up lights 

around the front of the church.  If you have been by the Canton Church at 

night, you may have noticed the soft light that lights up the front of the 

Church. The lights really add to the look of the Church. 

On October 9 the Canton Church hosted the 6th annual middle school 

history outing (itõs been 7 years but due to Covid we were unable to do the 

outing in 2020).  The seventh-grade students study Montana History.  The 

outing at the Canton Church teaches the students about the town of Can-

ton, the history of the Canton Church and the history of Broadwater 

County.   

The official history books do not cover much of the history of Broadwater 

County. Our outing is to give the students a feel for the very rich history of 

Broadwater County and if we can get even one student interested in history 

it is all worth the effort. 

The students first attend a presentation of the history of the county; then, 

we feed them a lunch of hamburgers/hotdogs, chips, cookie and water 

AND give them a chance to burn off some energy in the park at the 

Church. Afterwards the students visit St. Josephõs cemetery (the Canton 

cemetery) and given the task of finding the oldest grave site, the newest 

grave site, the youngest person buried and the oldest person. 

The students were accompanied by teachers Tyler Patrick and Lisa Camp-

bell. 

Submitted by Vic Sample 
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Missouri Valley Marketing 

This was a quiet year for Missouri Valley Marketing.   

In July we held the 8th Annual County Wide Yard Sale.  The event brought 

hundreds of people to Townsend and Broadwater County.  This year we 

advertised in the Helena Independent Record, Butte Montana Standard, 

Boulder Monitor, Whitehall Ledger, Three Forks Voice and the White 

Sulpher paper.  In addition, we advertised on Townsend Classifieds, Three 

Forks Classifieds, Butte Classifieds, Anaconda Classifieds and Deer Lodge 

Classifieds Facebook pages as well as the Helena Events, Butte Events and 

Bozeman events websites. 

Townsend was full of residents and non-residents looking for good deals in 

the over 60 yard sales that were held that day.  Many of the streets were 

almost unpassable due to the large number of yard salers. 

MVM also partnered with the Townsend Rotary Club to sponsor the 2024 

Business Autumn Decorating Contest.  MVM promoted and judged the 

event and Townsend Rotary supplied the cash prize money. 

One of the primary responsibilities of Missouri Valley Marketing is to rep-

resent Broadwater County on the Visit Southwest Montana board.  South-

west Montana is a nine-county non-profit organization that receives the 

State of Montana bed-tax dollars to promote tourism in the region.  Vic 

Sample and Rachael Brug are Southwest Montana board members and 

represent the Broadwater County interests. 

Submitted by Vic Sample 

Radersburg Historical Preservation Inc. 

Radersburg and the historic Radersburg school saw quite a few events this 

year!   

In May, Preserve Broadwater History, Radersburg Historical Preservation 

and the Broadwater County Library joined forces to host the Townsend 

Middle School seventh grade students on a history outing to Radersburg. 

The three organizations hosted the 4th annual history outing to Radersburg.  

The seventh-grade class studies Montana History and the official history 

books rarely mention the rich history of both Broadwater County and 

Radersburg. 

Broadwater County Museum curator Linda Huth made a great presentation 

on the history of Radersburg. Radersburg was once the county seat of 

Jefferson County and was, of course, the home of Myrna Loy (nee Myrna 

Williams).  In addition to being home to a major movie star, Radersburg 

was also the hometown of a major league baseball player and a Miss Mon-

tana winner. 

After the Radersburg history presentation at the historic Radersburg 

school, Preserve Broadwater History served the students a hamburger 

lunch with chips, cookies and water.  The students were then allowed to 

burn some energy in the area around the schoolhouse before walking down 

to the historic Methodist Church that was opened by the famous circuit 

rider Brother Van Orsdel. 

The students then boarded the school bus and visited the Radersburg 

Cemetery where Jackie Smith gave a talk on the history of the cemetery. 

The students wandered around the historic cemetery and visited the small 

museum that Jackie Smith founded at the cemetery. 

In July, RHPI hosted the memorial service for Radersburg native Sharley 

Ragen. Around 400 people attended the memorial service at the School-

house and had a chance to view the Radersburg Museum displays at the 

Schoolhouse.  Since we knew it was going to be hot in July with a large 

number of people attending, RHPI had air conditioning installed in the 

schoolhouse.  It made Sharleyõs memorial much more comfortable and 

memorable. 

In August, high school sophomore Cheyanne Douglas (with the help of 

her grandparents Sam and Sheree Beauchamp) installed a òSmall Libraryó 

at the Radersburg 

School.  The òsmall 

libraryó asks Raders-

burg area residents to 

take a book to read 

and to drop off a 

book for others to 

read. What a great 

resource for the folks 

in the Radersburg 

area. 

Submitted by Vic Sample 

BCDC Trails Committee Updates 

The Trails Committee has been working diligently towards a Trails Master 

Plan with listing priorities such as a pedestrian bridge over the Missouri 

River north of town, developing sidewalks in town to essential services, a 

walking path from Harrison Street to the Fairgrounds, along Canton Lane 

north of town, a boat path down the Missouri following the Lewis and 

Clark expedition route, and trails along Hwy 287 south and north to the 

Silos and beyond. The committee, headed by Al Christopherson, has had a 

few listening sessions but has worked mostly from committee membersõ 

and various state and county agenciesõ input. The committee hopes to have 

this Trails Plan drafted before the end of the year and will present it to the 

county commissioners, city council, and public when appropriate for re-

view and comments. 

Submitted by John Hahn 
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Our twelve STOKE Directors have been busy with fall programming and 

projects. Having hired Liz Wishman, a retired teacher, as our Development 

Coordinator, the directors are now able to expand our mission of offering 

kids more skill opportunities. Liz hit the ground running, working on po-

tential grants, organizing, scheduling, recruiting instructors, and filling in 

where needed. We are very lucky to have her in STOKE and sheõs a joy to 

work with. The kids love her too. 

Our FIRST Robotics teams are going full STEAM ahead with two teams of 

Middle Schoolers in the FIRST Lego League, which are full now, and one 

team of highschoolers in the FIRST Tech Challenge. The kids and coaches, 

Spencer Sellay, Roger Flynn, Adam Six, and Bobby McCauley, were out in 

full force at Fall Fest selling raffle tickets to fund their teamsõ needs and 

competition schedules which will start in February. The kids were also 

tasked with cleanup during Fall Fest after receiving a generous donation of 

$1500 from the Townsend Rotary Club. The kids received many compli-

ments from Fall Fest attendees about the great job they were doing on 

cleanup.  

Having lost our connection with Snapology last year, we purchased several 

kits used by Snapology, along with some of their equipment, and started 

our own program which we call Lego Tech. These classes are geared for 3rd 

thru 5th graders. The kids who went through Snapology in past years were 

really prepared for moving into the FIRST program, so we were able to do 

very well in last yearõs competitions even though it was their first year. Lego 

Tech has started but there will be more sessions offered throughout the 

year. Scott Gossard, a fairly new board member, is coaching this class. 

Destiny Grandy and Tessie Hughes were also at our Fall Fest booth selling 

products they made from STOKE classes. Destiny was selling her jewelry 

and Tessie her handmade fishing flies, lures, and jewelry made from fishing 

hooks. Destiny and Tessie are both our òposteró kids for STOKE as both 

are involved in many of our programs and other activities. 

Pottery continues to grow and weõre partnering with the school to put on 

classes for their 21st Century grant kids. Teddy Lewis instructs 3 ð 4 classes 

per week, teaching the basics and much more in all aspects of pottery. The 

kids have really improved with several moving up into full-scale pottery 

piece production. The Pottery Guild is also open to adults, and we have 

several who partake of the guildõs equipment and Teddyõs expertise. 

Cooking Classes have started with Rachael Alexander and Simone 

Dominguez teaching this class. The kids really get involved in this class and 

have really blossomed with parents finding that their kids can actually take 

over the cooking at home.  

Laura Frazier has retired from the sewing class. We really miss Laura as she 

started our first program and was a great mentor to the kids, but Jeanne 

Mainwaring has agreed to take on the class and will teach sewing, crafts, 

and whatever else the kids are interested in. Jeanne will be an equal replace-

ment for Laura we feel and are excited to have her on board. The sewing 

class will be held in the Methodist Church now and we feel very fortunate 

that the Methodists have allowed us some space there. With all our new 

activities, we are quickly expanding beyond the Lodgeõs capacity.  

Please check out our new website at 

https://stokemt.org. It has an exciting 

video that the kids produced them-

selves with the assistance of MAPS 

Media Institute. We are very proud of 

the job the kids did on it and it de-

scribes STOKEõs mission perfectly as 

well as showcasing the kidsõ achieve-

ments. 

 

 

5Ŝǎǝƴȅ DǊŀƴŘȅ  

IŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ WŜǿŜƭǊȅ 

 

 

 

 

¢ŜǎǎƛŜ IǳƎƘŜǎ 

IŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ CƭƛŜǎ 

!ƴŘ WŜǿŜƭǊȅ 

 

 

Submitted by John Hahn 
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Medicare Assistance 

In Montana, the landscape of Medicare Advantage and Part D plans is 

diverse, offering various choices tailored to the unique needs of its resi-

dents. Local resources, such as the Montana State Health Insurance Assis-

tance Program (SHIP), are available to assist beneficiaries in understanding 

their options and navigating the enrollment process. This is particularly 

important for seniors and individuals with disabilities, as making informed 

decisions during Open Enrollment can significantly impact their healthcare 

access and affordability for the coming year. 

To get assistance with Medicare Open Enrollment 2025 in Montana call 
800-551-3191  

This will connect you to SHIP counselors who can provide valuable guid-
ance and support in navigating your Medicare options or go to Medi-
care.gov. Don't hesitate to ask for help making informed decisions about 
your healthcare coverage! 
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